In the first half of the 20" century, the art of dance

in England, the United States and Germany was
significantly influenced by the Bratislava native,
dance reformer and choreographer Rudolf von
Laban. As the author of Labanotation - the dance
recording and movement analysis, he was interested

In the relationship between the human body and its

surrounding space. This thesis became one of the main
topics for the contemporary dance a few decades later.

Contemporary dance as it is known today has
developed from the interpretive and creative potential
of the Slovak amateur modern dance companies,

which started to boom in the 1970s. These companies
demonstrate sensitivity by reacting to the contemporary
social and societal impulses through their projects,
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approach varies: from the conceptual intellectual
projects through acrobatic performances to multi-

e N O OTH EDGE media fusions of art forms and new technologies in the
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Is the Contemporary Dance Platform (PlaST). The
only company with a permanent stage is the Dance
Studio Theatre in Banska Bystrica. Other companies
perform as guests in cultural centres and theatres
across Slovakia, and a large segment of the artists
who became established internationally participate in
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In Slovakia, the professional folklore dance has been
O O re al l ‘ e developing continuously, building on the elements
- of folklore expression. It transforms to a progressive

stage form close to dance theatre and thus creates an
original scenic dance form rich in rhythmic nuances and
a variety of folklore steps and movement bonds. The
prominent representatives of the Slovak scenic folklore
dance are companies SLUK and Lucnica.
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