Slovak Theatre Before
FProfessionalization

1830 — 1919

The development of amateur theatre on the territory of today’s Slovakia was primarily influenced
by the German and Hungarian theatre. The dramatic efforts of amateurs were concentrated in multiple
cultural centres — in Brezno, Sobotiste, Levo&a, Martin, Tisovec, Banska Stiavnica or in Banska Bystrica.
The official birthday of the Slovak amateur theatre is 22 August 1830, when in Liptovsky Sv. Mikulas, over
the summer holidays, Gaspar Fejerpataky-Belopotocky with his students staged Jan Chalupka’s comedy
Kocurkovo. The most prominent playwrights of this time included Jan Chalupka, Jan Palarik, and later
Ferko Urbanek. Their comedies became the basis for the repertoires of the Slovak amateur theatres.
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/53¢ The beginnings of the Slovak
dramatic activities were significant
particularly for their national revival
efforts. With the help of Samuel
Jurkovic, teacher and later also notary

public in Sobotiste, the Bratislava
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opening nights, actors, venues, as well as financial details In addition to the Bratislava youth,

PRIREE TR the Japitic pigppemepe the theatre company included the
local enthusiasts from the Sobotiste
community.

The second half of the 19" century
Samuel Jurkovi¢ Cooperative Museum in Sobotiste with a commemorative plaque

was mGSt fa\fﬂu rable fﬂr the Slﬂ\fﬂk y The Slovak National Theatre in Nitra played in this building, which is marked with a commemaorative plaque placed
nation and culture. Matica slovenska on the building

was founded in Tur€iansky Sv. Martin
(1863), and three Slovak high schools
opened in Revuca, Turciansky Sv.
Martin and Klastor pod Znievom. The
energetic theatre activities gradually
spread to other Slovak cities — Trnava,
PreSov, Nitra, Banska Bystrica, Banska
Stiavnica, Tren&in, Zilina. In addition
to Liptovsky Sv. Mikulas, Turciansky
Sv. Martin became a significant centre
of amateur theatre. Amateurs from
Liptovsky Sv. Mikulas focused their
ARiths Jurkovicovd in § theatrical costme work in Slovenska beseda, amateurs
LR T 110 Frat S Qmiies wus A2 Jp Soronk, from Martin developed a more active

later the wife of Jozef Miloslav Hurban.
dramatic portfolio after the foundation : .,;_ .GW 'fg!
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1891 Curtain of Slovensky spevokol, gift from Umelecki beseda in Prague, 1891
The curtain of Slovensky spevokol in Martin from 1891 was a gift from Umelecka beseda in Prague. It was designed
by Karel Vitézslav Masek.

Slovensky divadelny ochomik.
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Knihilatiarshy o<astindraky spolok
v Twrtiamkom Sv. Martine

ey . Members of Slovensky spevokol in Martin during the August festivities Signs (posters with the cast) of Slovensky spevokol in Martin
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Posters from the performances of Slovak amateurs abroad
(America, Lower Hungary, Austria)

The popularity of amateur theatre at the turn of the 20™ century
can be seen from the fact that Slovaks practiced it everywhere
where they travelled for work and better life.

of the printed version of Ferko Urbdnek’s
Penalty for Sin (1919, originally published under his pen
name Milof in 1890)
In the early years of the 20® century, amateur theatres were
dominated particularly by the plays of Ferko Urbdnek.
Through his plays, based on the principles of Christian
humanism and lingering sentimentalism, theatre spread to
the village residents.
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